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r 'HE^ccOinpanyingplqt.fSjare inten¬ 
ded chieflyfor those- yuhfrteach IV\si¬ 
ting: a few words;\both $ Apology S 9 ex¬ 
planation, are needed to introduce them. 

I was always interested in handwri¬ 


ting, & after making acquaintance with 
the ItalianizedGothic of the sixteenth cen¬ 


tury, I consciously altered my hand towards 
somelihgnefi with itsfor ms & general cha¬ 
racter. This script happening to please , I 
was often askgdto makgalphabets Sr copies , 
& begged by profefiional teachers to have 
such a boohas this printed, that they might 
use it in their schools. One can never quite 
satisfy oneself in the making of models for 
others to copy , but these plates are very 
much what Iintended, though , owing to my 
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inexperience- some of them have suffered in 
the reproduction. 

The &0''.facsimilesfife: the fir ft two 
pages — th'eXdfftalsffd&hich were cut in 
wood by J a fries T). C,Qdper,from a reduced 
photograph . The copperplate alphabet of 
small letters & the copperplate sentence , 
‘All the ways/ plates ? & 6 , were unfor¬ 
tunately not photographed, with the result 
that the engraver's curves are too mechani¬ 
cally rounded, & some of the forms have 
loft their character & have approached the 
uniformity of the common copyboohf and : 
this is specially the case with the letters b, 
c, g, h, m, n, o, as will be seen on com¬ 
parison with the three pages of free wri¬ 
ting at the end of the book^ These laft — 
plates 7 ,8 & 9 —are true facsimiles, ex¬ 
cept that they had to be printed faint, to 
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disguise an apparent shakgnefi of the down - 
strokes, due to-my having unfortunately 
written on a finely-ribbed papjer. 

!Plates 4. & Si which are. , collotypes, are 
also exact facsimiles;. 

No. 10 is from a <JMS. in the Record 
Office, of the date ofEdw. If Is the meth¬ 
od of reproduction does not do juftice to its 
forms, but it has only to be copied with 
a free quill for its beauty to reappear. 

No. 11 is a reproduction of the facsimile 
of , 'JMichael dAngelo’s car ful handwri¬ 
ting in Guafti’s edition fhis works . There 
can scarcely be a better example of Italian¬ 
ized Gothic. It shows individual forms, 
which are well worth ftudying. 

Following the pr face will be found in¬ 
structions how to use the copies j it will be 
seen that for young beginners I give sim- 




plified forty's & the order , in 'which it is 

convenient; to learn them>-. ^A child muft 
• • ' 

fir ft leatytfo control hisfiand & constrain 
it to obef : hfe\eyes- uffiits earlieft ft age, 
any simple fotyhs win serve the purposes 
& hence it might be further argued that 
the forms are always indifferent & that 
full mastery of the hand can be as well 
attained by copying bad models as goods 
but this can hardly be: the ordinary copy - 
book^, the aim of which seems to be to 
economize the componentparts of the letters, 
cannot train the hand as more varied shapes 
wills nor does this uniformity, exclusive 
of beauty, offer as good training to the eye: 
moreover I should say that variety 
beauty of form are attractive, even to little 
children, & that the attempt to create 
something which inter efts them, cheers & 
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crowns their Stupendous efforts with a 
pleasure that cannot be looked for in the 
taskjf copying monotonous shapes . But 
whether such a hand as that here shown 
lends itself as easily as the more uniform 
model to the development of a quicks use¬ 
ful cursive, I cannot says & it is pofiible 
that the degradations, inevitable in the 
habit of quichjwriting, might produce a 
mere untidinef, almoB the worB reproach 
of penmanship . Some of the beB English 
hands of to-day areas good a quic\cursive 
as one can desire, & show points of real 
beauty j but such hands are rare ©* are 
only those which have, as we say, cha¬ 
racters which probably means that the 
writer would have done well for himself 
under any syBem: whereas the average 
hands, which are the natural outcome of 


Digitized by i^.ooQLe 



Vlll 


the old copybook^ writing, degraded by 
haHe, seem to owe their common uglinefi 
to the mean type from which they sprang; 
0 s the writers, when they have occasion 
to write well, find they can do but little 
better & only prove that haHe was not 
the real cause of their bad writing. 

It is certainly desirable that there 
should be more good models for slow wri¬ 
ting, as there is abundant occasion for its 
use; & in providing models it seems to me 
better to offer modern scripts, the product 
of to-day, rather than to attempt to resus¬ 
citate an ancient one however beautiful; 
& this is really the only excuse for my 
attempt, for there are of course plenty of 
beautiful models ofvarious dates: it would 
be a good thing if reproductions of these, 
such as have been published by the Palaeo- 
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graphical Society, were hung in our schools, 
not only to give to children the hiHory of 
their own c Alphabet, hut also to show 
them how lovely a thing handwriting 
can he . 

CM. CM. BRIDGES. 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
HOW CHILDREN SHOULD 
USE THE COPIES 


TJ/'RITE on ordinary ‘sermonpaper} 
'which is ruled 'withfaint lines about 
± of an inch apart, making the short 
letters the height of a space. It is im¬ 
portant that pens , ink^& paper should 
consort 'well j a pen that suits one paper 
'writes ill on another, or 'with different 
ink . Generally speaking, a fairly yield¬ 
ing, broad nib, as a J, a broad ‘ladies” 
pen, or quill, 'with freely flowing inkon 
intermediate paper, neither rough nor 
smooth, work? beH. 

Enough has been written & said about 
the position of the hand in writing: I 
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would only recall the old traditional rule 
of two fingers on the pen y which seems to 
have been founded on experience not 
without reason j & also insiB on thicks 
downBrokgs: any thicknefi in the hori¬ 
zontal part of the Broke betrays a wrong 
position of the pen. 

The capital alphabet is given firB in 
the book^y but children begin of course 
with the small letters , & the fourth page 
will show the order in which it is moB 
convenient to teach these: the simple Brokgs 
of which the letters are composed should 
be firB learnedy & after each Broke the 
resultant letters y which y on this page y are 
simplified for the beginner . When these 
are maBered , the more varied & difficult 
forms of the third page can be learned. 
In this small alphabet y afew of the letters 
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have two or three variant formsj in some 
cases these are merely alternatives & can 
be used according to taBej others are for 
distinct use y as initials or finals , Sfr. 

The variants are as follows :— 
d: the second is only for use as a final j 
i.e. at the end of words: seepage f. 
e: three forms of this letter: the firH is 
begun from below & is to be used 
when following a letter which ends 
with a Hrohg rising from below,such 
as h: see he on page f: the second 
e & third e follow letters the last 
ffroke of which ends highj the third 
e is made in two ftrokgsj see be & 
oxen on page f. 

f : the twoforms can be used indifferently , 
but see of on page f. 

j, k, p, q, 2: either form of these five 
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letters may be used , but the fir ft 
form in every case implies a careful 
& somewhat ornamental Hyle y & 
the simpler forms are better for 
quickjwriting. 

s: the nearer the small s Keeps to the form 
of the capital the better , but it be¬ 
comes modified when joined with 
other letters; the way to join it will 
be found on page f. 

t: either form may be used at pleasure. 
v, w: the firHform given ofeach of these 
letters can only be used to beginwords: 
see vow on page y. 

x: how to join this letter y see oxen on 
page y. 

The double letters are only suggeflions , 
but such small varieties add interefl to 
the appearance of manuscript. 
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Of the capitals, 'where there could he 
any doubt as to how they are to be, formed, 
I have shown the conftruftion on page f : 
in the case qfB, D,E, M &Q^, the blacky 
line indicates the fir ft ftrokgj the dotted , 
the second. 

c At the end of the capital alphabet will 
be found a few alternative forms. A, D, 
the firH E, F, O, P may be useful 

as being written in one Hrokg. The second 
alternative E, though necessitating three 
ftrokgs, can be made very quickly by one 
continuous flowing motion of the pen, see 
page s, where the whole pafiage of the 
pen is shown by the line which it would 
make if not raised off the paper. The 
alternative S is optional. 

On page f I have given a set of c .Arabic 
numerals. 
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The copperplate C A11 the ways of life/ 
'which follows, shows the letters, without 
modification, combined into words, & it 
may be used as a copyj but it should be 
remembered, as pointed out btfore, that the 
curves are too much rounded by the en¬ 
graver. 

The next three plates, j, 8 will 
show what the script is like when it ap¬ 
proaches a current hand. They are in 
faft reproductions of the hand, which it 
is the object of this bookjo teachj any one 
who adopts it will, k&owingly or unknow¬ 
ingly, modify it, & it mull not be con¬ 
sidered as the only pofiible or indeed beft 
outcome of the forms on which it is 
founded. 

Tlates io ii will give other choice of 

forms, and may be ftudied or copied. 
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Como & fit mubriny stonojmio that 
murmurs xf (umcy tweet atitiretnU ttf 
the tdjt western hreet^^ Icfthu heney 
dwppvrKj jownfarn;^ J (rrintuj meet 
sleep, pCiym^ cn nmy leneiyreedf —> 


Vhyrd*, the tweffs< the Iteeper the m/mfk* 
sheepCChyrtit whcrjHjfd cn the reed (ihe 72wv, 
i xmwq drwnk ^n<nm,5(e^mu4rtfc shady 
yinC f & X ove Irwnscl^ hat taken, the crock, & 
'Watches d]ejiodv*-J3 
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^J^cadiiuit to' cxmAradict (/conjuXo, 
'Yvof tef {Am#*? & takes jtnr gpwiteAj, 
'nor ttfjynds taik, &* dv>ccnme{ huK 
'ywu^y tcf ccnvsid&r^ 

Scnwb (mkf arc ttfU nod only urv 
yatV$-, others t&be?nadjbut wt caatwua 
(y; & some^eu? Ktf (rt read ivfwOy,^ 
Ivitfis diligence/ attention —» 
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l^ays yield ncr smell as they grots?, rosemary 
little, nor'sweet rnarjonvnL ; that 'which,cihort' 
all other*,yield* the sweetest smell utv the car,'is 
the violet; especially the whitcdoidle vudet, wh. 
comes twice ayeao^- about the middle J\phi, 

(/ about T^oAtfudorneu?- tide tef that 

is the musbrose - f then, the strawberry leases 
dying, 'With a most excellent cordial smell; 
then . the flower 6^ the r \nnes ~ it is a little 
dust,like the dus\t a (rent, mIi grows 

upon the cluster' itvtftejirsCeomstujjorthrthen 
sweethnasr, thou 'Wall 'jlowors 
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c am ttn 

Cfiriftinn, 41 
^icafytc 



rogpr dc 
'i<uim hoy. 

afA+c sQ^onclHcMt', 
ifw^s, mimf\yam 



^ (hi .V.^r,,„,i. , 

, . 'c)tc£w eftc <- 

(none. Cm pre# if fOnetr/ **- 
uinafCuS prebet, fiCbapfifmMt 


hrotftr «nojjfmit« />riw« 'Tflwfw. YtitPfcrMt fi.< 
mo per ^Havurctnfnj v* CnrtftrnH i 

ntjeri f>ftfl<^ ^dw/5/»v pMfar^e* < ° < 

Qi*\ero dc^fu file'pan « twoK/^c, 

6 vfi< 6 itiwi / flwt? rDomnns Ytajefe / r * JL 
zfifetfaSn breSint Cfcmtwi S/m<f 

*//^ - ! . A. Lst&tn *AA rt iAAA C4A1 U rViA' C fitA f Vf 


yur rriirno , 

fifernni cormlr 




r\ V 

'FiXr’ bpHcrwlifci C&trittitn crsnuosyiwmiytp**n ttfortutW' 
Putt tides ct mfitvr, nMur ^(Srowifutnr quodCfotfrtnflMv, 
dii, It tOneritmi otmte jmm doMt 

bcccMoth Mentos OtcMbk a wo rtm w>*f<w* ftrffiMmt; 

Jhrcfe$w/i«w<fcQ6< ^o+«v5y w6 f' w&zKThmU 

ryti.^ddrt Oirncm ( k<*w nuindnitHidimi SfsrttUMntrQtnbl^ 
4>ft1*i( CWfrUWrHC^'^ 5#M1fl'WWtwWHMW MOCtl 

JtiritfuiCiter, CymSoCo'vi** ftfe*tiM <co^oMfttor-fanriewew>*» 
Jjt W fw CowmHwjHtm w QtM-Jkr £mbi 

'"Vcfof’t Jtl/V (JHmvt COWWO-Hf&Wt Jo- 6- v(W 



rri^urrr> u^r wro ^ -> W-H/ftr *rr*> >>vrrfrrn / wrr I 7 , r J ' ~ ' J r ' r 

CfirifU, tn.ro cCe enWte cm?, 0? e* ofs\Bm cm<; fVt ftnf 
firtc J fctfefJm. <=~- J , 

' ,Googt 
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& setst* e&CjnoYtolsffo jhh 

cfctmto cUSr* fanjtYtioflmw efyfa 

rstorm mm o/oottn^bweii 

(bttfifai (myo (mrt*<vnvi r 

fc'tt cm" 5teCCev cJfr G>ra^( sms 
J- t (hmo a/torto cfafa^o omtkm^o 
rst faytC VYtTnw rw 

xwsov (hr vtx(reo^t\ ijpYjtm QtgttbyM} 

'j) sdatt-* Ss'eo (far tho 6 (pnoseiktr 1 
<fm Cbjrr sm fae^Pyoyofa Srm v 
(jir so fa wMtti mc^av cfajb/yfatr^ 

J’Htffo ywr fan cartxC^fo r twnos iwte * 
jfayro tsifaosM iyWmw&r* 
kw? 9 ifcfmS/o jfymjt facer mw 

K % 

---— u 

^Ej'O'r' :r '■ ? n , 
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